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RESTORING HOMES P.6 As | assume the role of chair of the

AL RSN G e Community Foundation, | look back at

our accomplishments under the
HONORING NOAH p.7 leadership of Matt Currie. We awarded
more than $292,000 in grants and
scholarships, assisting many organizations
in achieving their goals. Importantly, all
grants serve the local community and
assist our citizens.

GIFTS OF STOCK P.8

| don’t expect any significant changes
during my tenure as chair. We will
continue to grow our scholarship and
grant capabilities by receiving gifts from
you, our generous donors. Particular
emphasis is being placed on increasing
our Community Needs Fund. This is the

fund where local nonprofits can apply
for grants to address the changing and
most critical needs in Mecosta County.
The larger it grows, the more we can
distribute to the community.

As a final note, | would like to welcome
our new members to the board:

Matt Litrenta, Amber Rehkopf, and Chris
Wernette. We look forward to

their leadership!




trustee Spot\ight

STEPHANIE WENTE
Trustee

Stephanie Wente grew up in Big Rapids and is
now raising her children there. She heard of
the important work being done by the
Community Foundation through family
members who serve on the Fremont Area
Community Foundation board. Deeply
invested in the well-being, growth, and support
of the people around her, she said, “Joining the
board felt like a meaningful way to contribute
to that mission.”

When asked what Stephanie feels the role of
the Community Foundation is, she responded,
“To advocate for and positively influence the
community. lts work helps ensure that
individuals and families are aware of the local
resources available to them.”

Her goal for the Community Foundation is to
help the community continue to grow and
thrive. She also wants residents to understand
how important giving is. “Donations directly
impact our local environment, create new
opportunities, and expand the support we can

FINANCIALS

TOTAL GIFTS

TOTAL SCHOLARSHIPS

TOTAL GRANTS

Community grants

Donor advised/agency endowment/designated grants

TOTAL ASSETS

offer,” said Stephanie. “The more our donor
base grows, the more assistance and resources
we'’re able to distribute.”

Stephanie—who thoroughly enjoys serving

on the grant and scholarship committees—
expressed, “One of the most rewarding parts
of serving as a trustee has been reading
through applications. Every application
represents someone’s hope for growth,
whether it’s a student pursuing future goals

or a local organization working to strengthen
our community. People take the time to share
their stories, their needs, and their aspirations.
It’s meaningful to be part of the process that
helps determine where support can make the

biggest difference.”

Beyond providing support, Stephanie said, “The
Community Foundation helps strengthen the
overall well-being of the community by
investing in people, encouraging collaboration,
and building a stronger, more connected
Mecosta County.”

$184,359
$33,275
$258,491
$69,485
$189,006
$8,625,228

All data as of December 31, 2025
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We awarded more than $40,000 to organizations across

Mecosta County in our fall grant round. Here are several highlights!

Artworks $7,000

PURPOSE
To enhance impact through critical upgrades to the
facility’s audio/visual infrastructure. This award also

includes $2,000 from a donor advised fund.

WHY IT MATTERS

This project will install new, hearing-device compatible
speakers and easy-to-use microphones throughout the
space. This, combined with modern audio/video projections,
display, and recording equipment, will increase accessibility
and ensure all community members can engage with diverse
arts and humanities programming. It will allow Artworks to
offer a wider range of programs and make their facility more
appealing to other organizations looking for event space.

dange

Ronald McDonald House of Western Michigan (RMHWM) $5,000

PURPOSE
To offer families personalized support,
comfort, and respite while their children
receive care at its partner hospitals.

WHY IT MATTERS

For families in Mecosta County, Grand Rapids
hospitals are over an hour away. RMHWM
takes on the role of a vital connector for
families by providing lodging and amenities

at no cost. This proximity enables families to
remain near their hospitalized children without
the added burdens of accommodation, food,
and transportation expenses.



The Ferris Foundation

PURPOSE
To offer free medical, dental, and vision services to underserved
populations while providing hands-on experience to Ferris State
University students.

WHY IT MATTERS

Michigan is experiencing critical shortages in healthcare
professionals, particularly in rural areas. The Ferris Foundation
partners with Remote Area Medical to host an event that provides
comprehensive healthcare to children and adults who don’t have
access to or cannot afford care. Simultaneously, FSU students

in healthcare programs gain valuable experience and build
understanding and empathy for these vulnerable populations.

PURPOSE

To decrease the feral cat population by oFFering spay
and neutering services to residents who cannot

afford these costs. This award also includes $2,000

from a donor advised fund.

WHY IT MATTERS

The feral cat population in Mecosta County continues
to rise. TNRM provides an affordable and safe
solution for trapping, spaying, neutering, and releasing
cats back into their environment. This process is a
proven method that improves the lives of feral cats
and decreases the size of colonies over time.

Women’s Information Service, Inc. (WISE)

PURPOSE

To provide emergency shelter and outreach services
for survivors of domestic violence and human
trafficking in Mecosta County.

WHY IT MATTERS

One in three Michigan families are impacted by
domestic violence. In addition to shelter, WISE
provides advocacy and support services for Mecosta
County clients and their children. They help pay
for things like security deposits, doorbell cameras,
and window locks. They also offer help with safety
planning and building a support network.



Barb Seabolt and Lisa Barnum, Mecosta County Habitat for Humanity

restoring thGS
and renewing h@pe

Mecosta County Habitat for Humanity

It would be hard to find a more
dynamic duo than Barb Seabolt and
Lisa Barnum, Mecosta County
Habitat for Humanity executive
director and Critical Home Repair
program (CHR) director,
respectively. They share a
commitment to helping residents
remain in safe, livable homes.

CHR was established in response to
a growing number of residents living
in unsafe conditions, including
garages or campers, because they
could not afford necessary major
repairs such as furnace, roof, or well
replacements. These homeowners
are low-income families and
veterans facing severe financial

hardship. While CHR partners with

multiple funding sources, many of
these sources exclude specific types
of homes or repairs. A grant from
the Community Foundation allowed
CHR to make essential repairs that
would otherwise go unfunded.

When asked about past clients, Barb
and Lisa describe homeowners who
moved from sheds or campers into
safe, stable housing. “It’s very
humbling to go home at night to a
dry roof and hot water. We believe
everyone deserves that; everyone
deserves a decent place to live,”
said Lisa.

“Many of our clients can’t even

envision themselves living in a safe
home,” explained Barb. “We’re here
to tell them they deserve it, and

we’re going to do everything we can
to make that possible.”

Lisa relayed the story of a young
mother and her son who had been
living in a camper before moving
into a severely deteriorated home.
While others deemed the house
beyond repair, CHR volunteers
stepped in, restoring it with the help
of Community Foundation funding.
Today, the mother and her son are
living safely in that home. “Her life,
and her son’s life, has been forever

changed,” Barb said.
The impact of CHR, and those

walking alongside these vulnerable
neighbors, extends far beyond
restoring homes. It restores stability
and renews hope.
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Jeff and Deb Stauffer

In 2015, Jeff and Deb Stauffer
established the Noah Stauffer
Scholarship in memory of their
son, to honor him and the life he
was building. The scholarship
supports Mecosta County
graduates who demonstrate civic
leadership and are pursuing
electrical engineering, with a
preference for those attending

N\ichigan Technological University.

From an early age, it was evident
that Noah had a curious mind and
kind spirit. He could assemble
complex building sets at age four
and enjoyed refurbishing old radios
and arcade games as he grew older.
“He was one of the smartest people |
ever knew,” Jeff shared. “Despite

this, he made a point to
communicate in a way that anyone
could understand.”

Deb added, “He was very kind and
accepting of others.” Noah, a
member of the National Honor
Society, also valued voluntary
service and leadership.

The values that shaped Noah’s life
are rooted in Jeff and Deb’s love for
their community. By establishing a
scholarship in their son’s name, the
Community Foundation provided a
way for them to keep Noah’s
memory alive while helping local
students achieve their goals.

Deb, who serves on the Community
Foundation’s board, said, “We

wanted to take a negative and turn it
into a positive.”

“Knowing a student understands who
Noah was and why this scholarship
exists means the most to us,” Jeff
explained. “The letters we get from
the kids who get the scholarships are
wonderful and are one of the biggest
reasons we want to continue growing
the scholarship.”

Through the Noah Stauffer
Scholarship, Jeff and Deb have
created a meaningful way to honor
their son while supporting future
leaders in their community. With
each scholarship awarded, Noah'’s
legacy of curiosity and service
lives on.

A portrait painted by
Noah’s close friend
and cross-county
teammate hangs
prominently in the
Stauffer’s home.
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GIFTS OF STOCK

Did you know the Community
Foundation accepts gifts of
stock? Everybody wins when you
donate appreciated stock. Your
gains are put to good use and
your gift of stock is reinvested
into your community.

By giving stock through Mecosta
County Community Foundation
you qualify for an immediate tax

deduction at the stock’s full
market value and avoid capital
gains tax. We reinvest your gift
into the community to build a
better future for everyone.

Interested in learning more
about the stock transfer process
or additional ways to give?
Contact Katie Boven at
231.924.5350.
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