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Chair’s note
The new year is off to a 
quick start for us at the 
Community Foundation. 
This year, we are excited 
to welcome two new 
trustees to our board 
and appreciate the 
expertise they bring. 

Our spring grant 
deadline was February 

1 and we have a lot of great opportunities 
to impact the community in front of our 
committee now. Area organizations are still 
serving many different needs that have been 
caused by the pandemic and we are proud to 
work with them.  

Our scholarship deadline closed on March 1.  
We look forward to assisting local graduates  
in continuing their educations in their  
chosen fields. 

Throughout the last few years, we have seen 
many different challenges come before us, 
but we are grateful to the community for their 
continued support. The power of endowment 
has been demonstrated very clearly during  
this time through your support.

Respectfully,

Mark Sochocki 
Board Chair
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For Alan and Sharon Bengry, the community and its 
people are the heart of Osceola County. Both grew 
up in Evart and attended school together. They 
began dating their senior year and after graduation, 
both decided to pursue a career in pharmacy.   

The couple married and bought Holihan Drugs in 1984. Alan and Sharon 
had always known they wanted their own drugstore but didn’t think the 
opportunity would present itself so soon. 
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“We thought we would have to move away and then 
come back to Osceola County later in life,” said Alan. 

“When Bob Holihan approached us about taking over his 
store, we couldn’t believe our luck. At 23, we became 
business owners in a community that we loved.”

Alan enjoyed growing up in the area and never thought 
of it as a place he needed to get away from after 
graduation. “Growing up in Osceola County was a 
blessing,” he said. “I am thankful to have been able  
to stay.” 

This community is important to Alan and Sharon. Their 
five kids were raised here and attended Evart Public 
Schools. “It is a caring place to live,” said Alan. “From 
childhood through adulthood, we watch out for one 
another.” It is also one of the things they like best about 
owning Holihan Drugs. “Our work is about relating with 
people,” said Alan. “It’s always been the highlight. We 
have the chance to interact with our neighbors and 
friends every day.” 

The Bengrys believe that being part of the community 
also means giving back. Alan has been involved with 
the Community Foundation for many years. He has 
served as both trustee and chair, and currently serves 
on the grant committee. As a trustee, he saw the good 
work the Community Foundation was doing and the 

impact it had in the area. As a committee member, he 
learned that it isn’t just an opportunity to allocate funds, 
but rather a way to see what the specific needs in the 
community are. “Serving on the grant committee gives 
me a different perspective,” he said.  

Alan and Sharon give annually through the Community 
Foundation and its Annual Auction. For them, giving 
through the Community Foundation is a way to 
combine their gratitude for the community while 
making a difference. 

“Having grown up in this community, we were given 
opportunities to achieve things we wanted,” said Alan. 

“It is our responsibility to help others. Osceola County 
has been good to me and my family. This is one way  
we can say thank you in return.” 
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Our Annual  
Auction
While still monitoring health concerns in our area, 
we are excited to share that we are currently 
planning to hold our auction on May 6 for the first 
time since 2019. 

We have some exciting new elements in store, 
including a location change. For the first time, we 
are venturing to Marion and the beautiful Olde 
Mill Venue! We are excited for this opportunity to 
explore new parts of the community. 

Because we recognize there are continuing 
pandemic-related considerations, we will also be 
ready to hold a virtual auction if we aren’t able to 
meet in person. Please stay tuned for more details 
as we get closer to spring.2



2021 financials
Impact by the numbers as of September 30, 2021

TOTAL G IFTS  $245,444

TOTAL G RA NTS  $167,730

Community grants $15 7,63 0 
Donor advised, agency endowments, and designated grants $1 0 ,1 0 0

TOTAL SCHO LA RS HI PS  $55,253

Better equipping youth
“be nice.” program now in local high schools

A partnership between our Osceola County Youth Advisory 
Council (OYAC) and the Mental Health Foundation of 
West Michigan is equipping local youth with the tools to 
recognize mental health concerns and take action.

With grant support from OYAC, the Mental Health 
Foundation’s “be nice.” program is being implemented in 
Evart, Reed City, Pine River, and Marion high schools. The 
program—named for its action plan steps of notice, invite, 
challenge, and empower—trains students to recognize 
mental health changes or concerns and have the knowledge 
and confidence to take action and seek help. 

Strengthening mental health support for young people is 
more important than ever. Rates of depression and anxiety 
were already increasing before the spring of 2020, but the 
pandemic has intensified the rise.  
 

The “be nice.” program is uniquely situated to address these issues. A study from Grand Valley State University found that 
implementing “be nice.” helps schools build a positive climate, increases mental health awareness, and increases behaviors  
that prevent suicide. Schools report a greater sense of connectedness among peers and the development of a culture that  
emphasizes compassion, understanding, and awareness. OYAC is proud to support bringing this important resource to their  
peers in Osceola County. 3
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Welcoming our 
new trustees
The Community Foundation is excited to welcome two 
new trustees to our board in 2022: Jacob Stieg and Tyler 
Thompson. We look forward to the new perspectives  
and insights they will bring to our organization. 

Jacob is the 4-H coordinator for Osceola County 
and provides guidance for youth activities related to 
agriculture engagement. He is active in the community 
and brings an in-depth knowledge of working with  
youth. For the last few years, Jacob has participated in  
the Community Foundation’s scholarship work. 

Tyler has been involved with the Community Foundation 
for many years. During his time volunteering with us, he 
has served on our asset development and scholarship 
committees. Being born and raised in the community  
and then coming back to continue his career here has 
given Tyler a deep understanding of our area. 

We look forward to the expertise and experience our  
new trustees bring to the Community Foundation and  
are grateful for their willingness to serve.

An affiliate of  
Fremont Area Community Foundation
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Due to supply shortages, we were unable to include a donation envelope in this 
newsletter. To make a donation, please contact us at 231.924.5350 or by email 
at info@facommunityfoundation.org. We apologize for any inconvenience this 
may cause. Your generosity improves quality of life and builds community spirit 
in Osceola County. We exist because of you. Thank you!


