
Chair’s note
Over the last 
few years, we 
have learned 
how flexible we 
can be to meet 
the needs of our 
communities. 
Even as some 
pandemic-
related changes 
have begun to 

stabilize, we have remained open to new 
opportunities. Along with Fremont Area 
Community Foundation, we are offering 
small business loan opportunities to 
new and growing businesses in Mecosta, 
Newaygo, Osceola, and Lake counties.  
We also expanded our Community 
Response Fund to meet emergency 
disaster needs in Mecosta County. 

We have gathered in person with 
some of you this year and have loved 
getting to connect with you again. Your 
partnership is what makes our work 
possible. Being able to sit down with you 
and talk about your goals and how we 
can partner together is why we exist.  

We are incredibly grateful for all of you 
as we enter the holiday season and wish 
you the best as we look ahead to the 
new year.  

Respectfully,

Tom Tacia 
Board Chair

Fall 2022

actionupdates

In September, we hosted a small gathering at the Winery at Young Farms for local 
people to learn more about the Community Foundation and make new friends. 

“This event was a fun way to gather people together,” said Board Chair Tom Tacia. 
“We want to raise awareness about the Community Foundation in the eastern part 
of Mecosta County, and tonight was a way for people to get to know us.”

Guests were introduced to 
trustees and Tom gave a brief 
history of the Community 
Foundation. He also thanked 
Mark and Abby Young for 
hosting the event. 

“When we opened the winery in 
2017, the community supported 
us,” said Mark Young, who 
also serves as a Community 
Foundation trustee. “I want to 
continue that partnership by 
giving back. Isn’t that the true 
definition of community?”

The event highlighted two things 
that are core to the Community 
Foundation’s mission: providing 
opportunities to give and 
fostering connections.

“The Community Foundation serves as a way to connect those who need help with 
the organizations that can give it,” said Tom. “We also provide many ways for 
donors to give back—cash, check, online, donating stock—to name a few.”

If you are interested in giving to the Community Foundation, please reach  
out to Maria E. Gonzalez at mgonzalez@facommunityfounation.org or by phone  
at 231.924.5350. 

An evening out 
Community Foundation hosts gathering at local winery




