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Thanks to our generous donors who entrust the 
Community Foundation with their charitable 
giving, we had another great year supporting our 
community partners and providing scholarships 
to students pursuing college and career training.

I’m grateful to our trustees and committee 
members for sharing their time, talents, and 
treasures to carry out the work that enhances 
our community. This year, the grantmaking 
committee reviewed 39 grant applications and 
awarded 17 scholarships to students who live or 
attend high school in Lake County.

It’s been a privilege to serve as the chair of the 
Community Foundation for the past three years. 
During this time, we’ve welcomed new trustees 
and committee members, awarded many grants 
and scholarships that have impacted our 
community, reconnected with emeritus trustees, 
and increased our assets to more than $7 million. 

To conclude my final chair’s note, I thank those 
who have served alongside me and Fremont Area 
Community Foundation for providing the staff, 
structure, and support for us to enhance Lake 
County. Although I am stepping down as chair, I 
look forward to continuing to serve on the board. 
Please join me in welcoming Jennifer Armstrong 
as the new chair of this board. I’m confident 
she’ll continue this important work with 
dedication, vision, and a deep commitment to 
serving our county.

trustee spotlight

We’re excited to introduce Jennifer Armstrong, 
who has served as a trustee on the Community 
Foundation board since 2022 and as vice chair 
since 2023. Following the conclusion of Herb 
Early’s term in June, she stepped into the role 
of chair. 

Jennifer grew up in Lake County and is now 
raising her family here. She knows firsthand 
how great the people of this community are 
and how blessed she is to live in such a beautiful 
part of Michigan. That lifelong connection has 
inspired her commitment to giving back. “I 
strive to do my part to make our county a 
better place for all of us to live, work, and  
play through local service efforts,” Jennifer 
explained. “Joining the board seemed like a 
great way to expand my current  
community involvement.”

Reflecting on the role of the Community 
Foundation, she shared, “To provide a safe and 
trusted way for donors to give back. My goal is 

to increase awareness of the Community 
Foundation and to grow donor funds. These 
funds directly improve lives by supporting local 
causes and providing scholarships for students 
pursuing college or career training.”

She went on to say her favorite part of serving 
has been her involvement with the grant 
committee. Jennifer particularly enjoys seeing 
the ideas that are presented by nonprofit 
organizations. “In these grant applications I see 
a community that is devoted, dedicated, and 
committed to making our neighborhoods 
better,” she said. “Being able to provide 
meaningful dollars to help fund these projects 
and watch them come to life is most rewarding.”

Jennifer encourages anyone who cares about 
the future of Lake County to consider 
supporting the Community Foundation. “Every 
dollar—no matter the amount—helps make a 
meaningful difference for the people who call 
this place home.”

FINANCIALS

TOTAL GIFTS $44,188

TOTAL SCHOLARSHIPS $22,195

TOTAL GRANTS $93,280

     Community grants $62,755

     Donor advised/agency endowment/designated grants $30,525

TOTAL ASSETS $8,284,178

*all data as of June 30, 2026

JENNIFER ARMSTRONG
Trustee
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PURPOSE 
To build a one-room school exhibit at 
the Lake County Historical Society 
Museum. This award includes $1,450 
from a donor advised fund.

WHY IT MATTERS
The exhibit—which will recreate an early 
1900’s schoolhouse with authentic 
artifacts like period desks, slate boards, 
and books—will allow visitors to step 
into the role of student or teacher, 
discovering firsthand how education  
was practiced and experienced in a  
one-room schoolhouse.

PURPOSE
To maintain the Gather2Grow project 
and the mobile food pantry. 

WHY IT MATTERS
Nearly 21% of Lake County residents 
and 27% of children face food insecurity, 
according to Feeding America West 
Michigan. For many families, affording 
regular meals can be difficult or 
impossible. Gather2Grow provides 
summer meals and learning opportunities 
for children, while the mobile food 
pantry delivers fresh produce, dairy, and 
protein to meet these needs.

recent grants
We awarded more than $51,000 to organizations across Lake County  
in our most recent grant round. Here are a few highlights!

Feeding America West Michigan Food Bank $7,500

PURPOSE
To monitor water temperatures along the Little 
Manistee River.

WHY IT MATTERS
Fishing is a large source of income for Lake 
County. Cold water is necessary for salmonids, 
including salmon, trout, and others, to thrive. 
Long-term monitoring of river temperatures 
is critical for their survival. Through research, 
LMWCC provides insights into climate change 
and its impact on the river ecosystem to 
preserve salmonid habitat for future generations.

Little Manistee Watershed Conservation Council (LMWCC) $3,000

PURPOSE
To address food insecurities and nutrition barriers in Lake 
County and northern Newaygo County. 

WHY IT MATTERS
When households have limited or uncertain access to food, 
they are more likely to rely on lower-cost, calorie-dense 
options. Nutrition barriers include affordability of fruits and 
vegetables and limited transportation to grocery stores. 
The FARMACY Rx Produce Prescription vouchers, paired 
with THRIVE education, allow participants to obtain fresh 
produce while building skills, routines, and support that 
make healthier choices more feasible.

Village of Baldwin/Downtown Development Authority $10,000

PURPOSE
To support participants of Children and Family 
Behavioral Services programs in Lake County. 

WHY IT MATTERS
One in five U.S. children have been diagnosed with a 
mental, emotional, or behavioral condition, and one in 
four Lake County children are living in poverty. This 
project addresses a critical resource gap, improves 
behavioral health, and strengthens family connections 
by distributing over 25 backpacks filled with hygiene 
kits, family games, journals, sensory items, and  
social-emotional books to vulnerable youth.

West Michigan Community Mental Health System $2,500

Lake County Historical Society $2,025
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opening doors through stories
Luther Area Public Library

At Luther Area Public Library, a 
$1,000 grant from the Community 
Foundation is helping more residents 
experience the joy that comes from 
reading. Originally intended to 
expand the library’s large-print and 
audiobook collection for patrons 
with visual impairments, the project 
has grown into something even 
larger: a community-centered effort 
to bring stories to people of all ages 
and abilities.

Library Director Theresa Laughlin 
said the idea began when staff 
noticed elderly patrons repeatedly 
checking out the same materials 
because there were no new options 
available. With grant support, the 
library added more large-print and 

audio materials, giving visually-
impaired and older readers fresh 
opportunities to enjoy books. 

“The project has expanded into the 
community and helped us meet a 
need we didn’t even know was there,” 
Theresa said. That need now reaches 
beyond the library walls. Volunteers 
take books to nursing homes, read 
with residents, and are beginning to 
visit elderly residents in their homes. 

“The most rewarding part is seeing 
faces light up and hearing stories 
shared during visits,”  
explained Theresa. 

The enlarged collection has also 
inspired new possibilities for children, 
including audiobooks and VOX 

books that allow young readers to 
follow along with a professional 
narrator. For children who are 
learning to read or struggling with 
reading, those resources can open 
the door to confidence  
and discovery.

Theresa hopes more people 
understand that Luther Area Public 
Library serves not only Luther, but 
residents throughout Lake County. 
With continued support, the library 
hopes to keep building a collection 
that is current, accessible, and 
welcoming to everyone. As Theresa 
put it, “Whether you’re a millionaire 
or have two cents to your name, 
we’re here for you.”

your legacy deserves to grow 
River and Roots Legacy Society

Many people travel through Lake 
County, but it’s also a favorite 
destination for outdoor recreation. 
Lake County boasts more than 300 
miles of trails and 150 lakes and is 
home to approximately 200,000 
acres of public land and more than 
45 designated trout streams and 
rivers. Whether you live here 
year-round or seasonally, Lake 
County’s beautiful landscape and 
connection to nature can be  
felt throughout.

To honor what draws people to this 
community, the Community 
Foundation created the River and 
Roots Legacy Society. “It’s a 
meaningful way for us to recognize 
those who have generously included 

a gift to the Community Foundation 
in their estate plan,” said Lindsay 
Hager, vice president and chief 
philanthropy officer at Fremont Area 
Community Foundation. “Planned 
gifts are a simple way to support the 
community you love.”

Those who include the Community 
Foundation in their estate plan and 
notify us they have done so will be 
inducted into the River and Roots 
Legacy Society. They will receive 
updates from the Community 
Foundation and be listed as a member 
of the Society on our web page. 

“We chose the name—River and 
Roots—to reflect Lake County’s 
wealth of natural resources as well as 

our desire to help people who love 
this community to grow their 
charitable legacies,” said Lindsay. 

“Estate gifts are often the largest gifts 
donors will ever give and make a 
difference that will be felt in the 
community for generations to come.”

We’re here to answer questions, 
provide sample language to include in 
wills or trusts, and help community 
members identify the best options 
for supporting their charitable 
interests now and into the future. For 
more information on giving or the 
River and Roots Legacy Society, call 
Lindsay Hager at 231.924.5350 or 
visit facommunityfoundation.org/lccf.
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GIFTS OF STOCK
Did you know the Community 
Foundation accepts gifts of 
stock? Everybody wins when you 
donate appreciated stock. Your 
gains are put to good use and 
your gift of stock is reinvested 
into your community. 

By giving stock through Lake 
County Community Foundation 
you may qualify for a tax 
deduction at the stock’s market 
value and avoid capital gains tax. 
We reinvest your gift into the 
community to build a better 
future for everyone. 

Interested in learning more about 
the stock transfer process or 
additional ways to give? Contact 
Lindsay Hager at 231.924.5350.

LAKE COUNTY

COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

4424 W 48th Street, Fremont, MI 49412
 ph. 231 . 924 . 5350
facommunityfoundation.org/lccf
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