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Our staff

Front row (I-r): Ashley Folkema, Renee Hanshue, Lisa Bougher, Sarah Dixon, Ronda Brandt,
Back row (I-r): Lindsay Hager, Katie Boven, Shelly Kasprzycki, Greg Poches, Lauren Crawford, Jenna Smalligan,

ANNUAL REPORT 2023

Todd Jones, Kathy Pope, Shelly Henderson, Patti Wheater, Maria Gonzalez, Kaitlyn Goguen
Robin Cowles, Lindsey Slater, Wes Miller, Becky VanHaften, Vonda Carr, Jackie Hite
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2022 highlights

A small sample of accomplishments we achieved together

GATHERING TOGETHER

We were thrilled to host two donor luncheons
last year. In June, we gathered at the newly

renovated Heritage Museum of Newaygo

County for a special preview of the museum’s
remodel. In October, donors came together at
The Shack Country Inn for conversation and to
hear an update on our strategic plan. Both were
fun opportunities to explore different parts

of the community and mingle with friends.

EXPLORING POST-SECONDARY
OPPORTUNITIES

Last fall, we partnered with WE CAN!
Newaygo County to hold College and

Career Night Out. The annual event allows
students and families to learn more about
post-secondary education, career opportunities,
and financial aid. It serves as a way to connect
local students with numerous career and
college representatives under one roof.

HITTING THE TRAIL

Last year, we awarded

a $15,000 grant from

the lce Mountain
Environmental Stewardship
Fund to support Michigan’s
Dragon at Hardy Dam. In
addition to providing more
miles of trail for visitors to
bike, walk, hike, and run,
the grant will help protect
sensitive watershed areas

around Hardy Pond.
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ASSISTING
NONPROFITS

In November, nonprofit
organizations across the
region came together for a
grantwriting workshop held in
partnership with the Johnson
Center for Philanthropy.
The presentation covered

a variety of topics on

writing a grant proposal

and was designed to

better equip organizations

to secure support.
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GIVING FOR
TOMORROW

Christie Pollock was adopted

at birth and always knew she
wanted to adopt as well. I
adopted my two children and
they’re everything to me,” said
Christie. Through an estate gift,
Christie will combine her love of

family and community, creating
a fund to help local people

who want to adopt and give
children a permanent home.
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By giving through the Community

Foundation, you not only help our area | Join us in building the connections

today, you're investing in a brighter future. that create lasting change.
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